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Summary

An Act to Create a Repower Massachusetts Emergency Task Force was introduced on December 7, 2009 to accelerate the response of Massachusetts to the threat of global climatic disruption. If passed, the resulting task force will make recommendations on how the Commonwealth should reach the goal of repowering the state with 100% clean electricity in the next 10 years. 

Background 

Massachusetts has a history of leadership in climate and environmental legislation. In the earlier part of the decade, the scientific consensus indicated that stabilization of carbon dioxide at or below 450 parts per million (PPM) in the atmosphere was sufficient to mitigate the risk of ruinous climate change. Massachusetts responded to this news in 2008 with the passage of the Global Warming Solutions Act, designed to move us towards this goal. However, the most recent scientific findings indicate that 350 PPM is in fact the upper limit for carbon dioxide in our atmosphere. As the current carbon level stands at approximately 390 PPM, Massachusetts has an obligation to further reduce carbon output, beyond efforts of previous legislation.

The General Court of Massachusetts has previously endorsed the goal of 100% clean electricity in the next 10 years by calling on Congress to Repower America through a joint resolution passed by both houses in the spring of 2009. An Act to Create a Repower Massachusetts Emergency Taskforce acts on that endorsement, and will determine how to make that goal a reality here in Massachusetts.
With the failure of an ambitious, binding, global treaty to emerge from the climate negotiations at Copenhagen in December 2009, and the delay of passage of a climate bill in the U.S. Congress, the leaders of Massachusetts must enact legislation to move our state towards 100% clean electricity in ten years and lead by example with policies that minimize the harms of global climate change. By doing so, the state will attract industrial investment in renewable energy and sustainable technology and green jobs that will facilitate the transition of the rest of the nation and world to a sustainable economy.
Major Provisions

· The act calls for the creation of a 14-member taskforce to advise the state, within 6 months of the passage of the bill, on how to achieve 100% emissions reductions in the electricity sector.
· The taskforce would include, among other governmental and community representatives, current House and Senate leaders on climate change, representatives of the religious, student climate advocacy and environmental justice communities, electric utilities, and local businesses. 

· The taskforce would take into consideration Massachusetts' participation in the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative, and current renewable energy portfolio standards. The goal of 100% emissions reductions in the electricity sector will primarily be investigated through reduction in electricity demand through efficiency and appropriate economic incentives and by building new renewable energy generation.
· Upon completion of the Taskforce's recommendations, an Advisory Council will be formed to periodically review implementation and advise various parties. 
· The task force does not itself mandate Massachusetts embark on 100% clean electricity, but rather evaluates how such a transition might occur.
Co-Sponsors 

The bill was jointly introduced by Senator Marc Pacheco and Representative William Brownsberger, and was co-sponsored by 15 other legislators. For a full list of co-sponsors, please visit our website, theleadershipcampaign.org/leadership/legislators. 

Supporters 

Over 25 organizations across the state have endorsed the Leadership Campaign’s goal of 100% clean electricity in the next ten years, including the Sustainable Business Network, the Massachusetts Council of Churches, and the Massachusetts Climate Action Network. This list keeps growing, so for the full list of our endorsers, please see our website, the.leadershipcampaign.org/leadership/organizations.

If you have questions regarding this legislation, please contact Jamaica Kelley, State Legislative Coordinator of the Leadership Campaign, at 978-895-0986 or email jkelley@justandstable.org. You can also contact Adam Siegel, Policy Coordinator for the Leadership Campaign, at amsiegs@gmail.com. 

