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I. OUR RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES

As citizens of the most prosperous and technologically advanced nation in the history of the world, we have the following rights and responsibilities:

· We have the right to warm homes in wintertime.

· We have the responsibility to use only our share of energy and leave enough for the rest of the world and for future generations.

· We have the right to choose clean, renewable energy.

· We have the responsibility to lead the nation in a profound energy transformation.

· We have the right to an economy based on sustainable principles for all our citizens that will enrich our society, protect our environment, improve our homes, and provide for the general welfare of our commonwealth

· We have the responsibility to create new jobs with fair wages that will transform our energy economy as rapidly as possible.

· We have a right to expect the utilities, oil companies, and energy service companies that serve us to be part of the solution, and to emphasize efficiency and modernity in exchange for a fair  return.

· We have a responsibility to work together for the mutual benefit of all and to come together, with government, to identify and support the most vulnerable among us.

· We have a right to justice; to have impacts and benefits distributed across our Commonwealth, with geographic, economic, and racial equity.

These rights and responsibilities empower and require us as citizens to change our systems for providing and using energy as swiftly and as deeply as possible in order to secure the irrevocable and sustainable prosperity necessary to the health and welfare of us all.

II. THE PRESENT DANGER AND OPPORTUNITY

We have gathered because we find ourselves at a moment of fearful opportunity requiring profound -- indeed revolutionary -- commitment to new action.     

Though many problems remain to be solved, the hard work of our predecessors and our fellow citizens has taught us how to make cleaner energy, how to stop the leakage of heat from our homes, and how to live sustainably.  Yet to date we have failed to apply this precious knowledge at the necessary scale and speed.

We are now experiencing a crisis of many dimensions.   The cost of energy this winter will leave many of us and of our friends unable to heat our homes adequately.  We welcome the important programs that provide fuel assistance to those who are most in need.   We also believe that we must act urgently to prevent those dollars from being wasted forever on expensive fuels running through obsolete systems in leaky buildings.   Poor and middle class families must not be held hostage year after year to old technologies and to narrowly defined economic interests.

The economic failures of the last years are now pushing more and more middle class families into precarious circumstances.   Energy costs now regularly compete with basic needs for shelter, food, transportation, education, and medical care.   The continued waste of energy will lead inexorably to more dangerous debt, more bankruptcies, more foreclosures, and more homelessness.  As many as 500,000 Massachusetts households – one in five – are at risk.

Moreover, some of the earlier technologies which created the modern world are now threatening our ability to maintain civilization as we know it.  Our national profligacy and inattention has contributed to emerging dangers which, as always, will impose the heaviest burden on those least able to bear it.  

As in other moments of our national history, this confluence of threatening events – erratic energy prices, economic upheaval, slow innovation, unchecked self-interest, and environmental degradation – can also offer us the historic opportunity to unite for action.   The problems we face – and the solutions those problems require – are interdependent.    The right thing to do has become not only possible, but desirable and attainable.  

But we must declare our rights and embrace our responsibilities with one voice.   We must act boldly in the present to safeguard our future.

III. THE RESPONSE OF GOVERNMENT AND OTHER PARTIES

We applaud the Administration’s convening of a task force to develop recommendations to the current crisis.   The provision of more fuel assistance and energy efficiency dollars are welcome.   The improved information services and emergency preparations are vital.    We pledge to support the roll-out and implementation of these provisions through our individual and collective actions.

These proposals, however, need to be implemented immediately.  We do not have the comfort of time. We will suffer if there is additional delay.   

Moreover, we call on every branch of government and every network of citizens to recognize that every change we make must be made for the long-term.   Our old problems require new thinking.   Those who have become comfortable with the methods and markets of the past must seize the economic opportunities of innovation and entrepreneurship, or step aside.   Building on the important legislation passed by the legislature and approved by the governor this past summer, we must accelerate and intensify the depth and breadth of fundamental change.   Our duty must be to solve the problems of this winter and the problems of winters to come. 

IV.  OUR CALL IN THE MOMENT

Therefore, as citizens of the Commonwealth, we call on our leaders and on members from all sectors of society to embark on a revolution in our technology, economy, environment, and security that will protect this state and all its inhabitants from the ravages of the cold winds of winter and recession and secure the future for our children and our planet.

Our goals, as matter of urgency and justice, must be:

1. the updating of every building and home to reduce or eliminate heat waste everywhere in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts

2. the establishment of a “Massachusetts Energy Revolution Fund” large enough to pay for efficiency improvements in at least 200,000 homes a year

3. the creation of 10,000 new green jobs through the retrofitting of old structures and the building of new ones, through the implementation of current technologies and the invention of new ideas, within two years

4. the rapid development of our educational system and workforce – from high school and vocational schools to universities and apprenticeship programs – through the sharing of best practice information through the Internet and other methods and the provision of loan assistance to create knowledgeable workers and consumers of the future

5. the full participation by all market segments, using all the tools available, recognizing there is no one solution which will work in areas rural, urban and suburban

6. the rescue of the most vulnerable among us, through the banding together of all parties, including religious organizations, community groups, municipalities, and community leaders as a matter of fundamental decency and economic necessity

Mindful that we are privileged to live in the seat of American liberty, where the dreams of a few became of the challenge of many and finally the reality for all, we dedicate ourselves to the achievement of this vision.  It cannot be deferred to some distant future, but must be obtained in “the fierce urgency of now.”    To fail to seize this opportunity would be as wasteful of our tomorrows as our buildings are today.  

Under a new American president, in a new American era, we welcome the tasks that are uniquely ours in this moment of history.   The problems we face are deep and systemic and will not be fixed with faint hearts or weak steps.   They can be resolved only with the full measure of brilliance and devotion that has been our common heritage and - if we can summon the courage – will this day become our common destiny.

It is our duty to act.  And it is this duty, not with fear but with joy,  that we fully and freely accept.
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