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UU Mass. Action Network

                                 …   Raising UU Voices for Justice

Testimony to the Energy Efficiency Advisory Committee

July 14, 2009

   My name is Nancy Banks and I serve as the Executive Director of Unitarian Universalist Massachusetts Action Network. We are located at 76 Willow St., in Acton and are members of the Green Justice Coalition.  
Last year leaders of faith communities from around the state gathered at the State House for a Day of Prayer and Advocacy.  The faith groups who came together as the Massachusetts Interfaith Climate Action Network to support the legislature’s efforts to pass clean energy legislation.  In seeking this legislation the faith communities wrote  “While all of us are threatened, the worst effects fall on people who are most vulnerable, and those with the fewest resources and options.  In living our faith, we have no choice but to set straight the social and racial injustices caused by our exploitive approach to the Earth.  …. “  We also stated that ‘through common values, we join together as a powerful moral voice, expanding the vision of what is possible’.  Included in that list was.

          - Supporting energy efficiency programs for low/moderate income families/areas

  I stand before you today to ask you to realize that vision – a vision that ensures broad based energy efficiency program, that reaches throughout the state, to each of our communities and equitably serves each resident of this state whether a tenant or homeowner. 

We have a unique opportunity with the creation and approval of the 3-year energy plans to ensure that our most disadvantaged communities benefit from these energy efficiency programs.  And it is an opportunity that we cannot squander.  

   In making this request we understand the reality of what you are trying to achieve.   The legislation already creates ambitious goals for this committee and the plans that you will approve later this year. Our constituents want immediate results, they want maximum savings at the lowest possible cost.  At the same time this program was enacted so that every one would benefit including our most disadvantaged and marginalized communities.  The plans you approve must show that these communities will benefit.  The issue of equity is not simple.
   I urge the committee to form an equity subcommittee to address the complex issues of equity.  We ask as part of this committee’s work that you –

· Meet with residents and groups from diverse communities around the state to understand the unique characteristics of these communities – eloquently described by speakers here tonight and together develop strategies to create jobs and projects which will serve these communities. Create goals that specifically address community concerns.

· Establish metrics to evaluate these goals.

· Ensure the subcommittee has the information and resources to monitor utility programs’ progress in meeting equity as well as climate goals
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· Evaluate results with communities around the state to ensure that the progress meets the agreed to goals. This is new work.  Be willing to change course, adjust the programs based on results.

   The Green Communities Act was landmark legislation.  It was designed to set a new path for Massachusetts. But that path will not be achieved unless we embrace true equity for all our residents.   
      Thank you for the opportunity to speak.
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